
SERVICE OF THE WORD  
The Second Sunday of 

Epiphany 
17th January 2021 

 
In the name of the + Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen 
 
HYMN 52 NEH 
 
1 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his Name 

3 Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine; 
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine 
 

2 Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness, 
high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy 
prayerfulness, 
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be 

4 These, though we bring them in trembling and 
fearfulness, 
he will accept for the Name that is dear; 
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear 

 
Introduction to confession 

By the mercies of God, 
let us confess our sins and present our bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to him, 
which is our spiritual worship. 
 

Lord Jesus, illuminate the darkness in our hearts: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, open our eyes to your saving love: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, unstop our ears to hear your living word: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Absolution 
May the God of all healing and forgiveness 
draw you to himself and cleanse you from all your sins, + 
that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  



The Collect for the second Sunday of Epiphany 
Almighty God, 
in Christ you make all things new: 
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace,  
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 

A Reading from The Old Testament 
1 Samuel 3 1-10 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those days; 
visions were not widespread. 
 
2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his 
room; 3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, 
where the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran 
to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went 
and lay down. 6 The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for 
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know 
the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8 The LORD called Samuel again, a 
third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived 
that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you 
shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
10 Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, 
for your servant is listening.”  
 
This is the word of the Lord      
Thanks be to God 

Psalm 
Psalm 139 vs 1-18 
The Inescapable God 
1 O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
    you discern my thoughts from far away. 
3 You search out my path and my lying down, 
    and are acquainted with all my ways. 

4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 
    O LORD, you know it completely. 
5 You hem me in, behind and before, 
    and lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;  
    it is so high that I cannot attain it.  
7 Where can I go from your spirit? 
    Or where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
9 If I take the wings of the morning 

    and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
10 even there your hand shall lead me, 



    and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
    and the light around me become night,” 
12 even the darkness is not dark to you;  
    the night is as bright as the day, 
    for darkness is as light to you. 
13 For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made. 
    Wonderful are your works; 
that I know very well. 

15     My frame was not hidden from you,  
when I was being made in secret, 
    intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
In your book were written 
    all the days that were formed for me, 
    when none of them as yet existed. 
17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 

    How vast is the sum of them! 
18 I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 
    I come to the end—I am still with you. 

A Reading from the New Testament 
Revelation 5 1-10 

Then I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll written on the inside and on the 
back, sealed with seven seals; 2 and I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy 
to open the scroll and break its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able 
to open the scroll or to look into it. 4 And I began to weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to 
open the scroll or to look into it. 5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. See, the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” 

6 Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders a Lamb standing as 
if it had been slaughtered, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent 
out into all the earth. 7 He went and took the scroll from the right hand of the one who was seated on 
the throne. 8 When he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell 
before the Lamb, each holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 
saints. 9 They sing a new song: 

“You are worthy to take the scroll 
    and to open its seals, 
for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God 
    saints from every tribe and language and people and nation; 
10 you have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God, 
    and they will reign on earth.” 

 
This is the word of the Lord      
Thanks be to God 
  



HYMN 200 NEH 
1. Jesus calls us o'er the tumult 
of our life's wild, restless sea; 
day by day his sweet voice soundeth, 
saying "Christian, follow me 
 

3 In our joys and in our sorrows, 
days of toil and hours of ease, 
still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 
"Christian, love me more than these." 

2 Jesus calls us from the worship 
of the vain world's golden store, 
from each idol that would keep us, 
saying "Christian, love me more." 

4. Jesus calls us; by thy mercies, 
Saviour, may we hear thy call, 
give our hearts to thine obedience, 
serve and love thee best of all. 

The Gospel 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Our eyes have seen your salvation, 
a light to enlighten the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel. 
All Alleluia 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (1.43-end) 
All Glory be to thee O Lord 
 
Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now 
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We 
have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I 
saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Very truly, I 
tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man.” 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to thee, O Christ 

Reflection 
 

The readings today are full of characters who have one thing in common – they each experience 

something that moves them into a radical new, self-understanding. 

Who are our characters?   Behind the scene, and in the past is Hannah, middle aged probably and barren 

longing for a child.   On her yearly visit to the shrine at Shiloh she prays in great distress, as she had for 

many years before.  Eli the priest accuses her of being drunk.  I admire her spirit as she stands up to him 

as she explains her situation.   In response Eli gives her his blessing and the promise that a child will 

come.    

A boy is born, Samuel, and when he is old enough, true to her vow that her child would be dedicated to 

the service of God, Hannah entrusts Samuel to the care of Eli now an old man whose own sons have 

turned out to be such a disappointment.  They are beyond his control and have turned the shrine into a 

brothel and Eli is complicit in their greedy extortion of people who came to worship.  Hannah’s act is 

one of great faith.   Despite outward appearances, she leaves Samuel in what appears to be a 

dysfunctional and wretched environment in the belief that God is able to redeem the situation. 



We enter the story at this point.  Note how dark everything is – literally and figuratively.  The life of the 

nation was at a low and desperate point, God seemed absent ‘the word of the Lord was rare’.  There is 

no light but the lamp by the Ark.  Eli the priest is almost blind. Young Samuel has no knowledge of God 

and does not expect to be called by anyone but Eli.  It has all the emotion of desolation, despair, and 

despondency.   Feelings some of us may have at this time. 

What must Eli have thought when Samuel comes the first time in response to his name being called?  

Probably no more than the child was dreaming.  Eli was not expecting God to do anything and it is only 

after the third time that Eli makes this leap of faith. He tells Samuel what he must do.   

Samuel might have expected a word for him personally but the message is not for him.  It is a hard 

message of judgement which he has to be brave enough to tell Eli, at his insistence, the next day.  Eli 

could have given up at this point but he obviously didn’t. God had not abandoned him; he was not a 

‘failed priest’.  The call to Samuel was also a call to Eli.  He had work to do.  He would train Samuel who 

later would speak challenging and difficult messages as a faithful prophet of God. 

In the gospel reading we have an example of ‘simple witnessing’.  Philip had been found by Jesus and 

had made the leap of belief that He was the One promised.  Philip then finds his friend Nathanael but his 

enthusiasm is met with disbelief.  In Nathanael’s opinion Jesus did not meet the right criteria – wrong 

town – Nazareth is a dump – the Messiah is not going to come from there.   

Philip’s response is wise and encouraging ‘Come and see’. He does not set about arguing but leaves 

Nathanael’s own response open.    Perhaps Nathanael is unsettled by Jesus’ words that he had ‘seen 

him’.  Because of this, Nathanael proclaims Jesus as the Messiah on the spot.  Jesus is quick to quell any 

ideas Nathanael may have that he is some sort of a clairvoyant.  This was a leap, but in the wrong 

direction.   If Nathanael is to be a follower it is for a greater vision; it is the glory of God that will be seen. 

In the readings Hannah and Eli had come to the end of themselves and felt nothing could change yet it 

did for them both.  God brought a child to Hannah when hope was running out and to Eli, he brought a 

companion in Samuel and a renewed purpose after a lifetime of failure and Samuel is awakened to a 

new self-understanding. 

Nathanael, had already made up his mind as to how God would and should work but he is also without 

deceit and honest enough to consider he may be wrong.  His understanding is challenged and enlarged.  

Epiphany is about enlightenment and revelation.   Last week, Jesus was the focus.  His baptism revealed 

Him as the Anointed One; it was open and public.    This week the focus is inward, on us.  How do we 

respond to events in our lives; how do we find enlightenment and revelation that moves us forward? 

The Collect asks for ‘...transformation of our poverty by the riches of your grace and in the renewal of our 

lives...’.  Transformation and renewal.  God often does that through simple things as well as great.  

It is easy to write upbeat statements about ‘getting through’ Covid to cheer ourselves along.  But every 

circumstance is different and for some it is not only difficult but desperate; transformation and renewal 

may not be the first things on our minds. 

But transformation will happen to us through these events.  How we are transformed and hopefully 

renewed is as yet unknown.   But there are things we can do.  The way to survive and eventually emerge 

out of darkness is to seek light; to respond to it however small at first.   Not to allow ourselves to fall 

into hopelessness, and despair. Value all that brings some joy and light into our lives and try to bring 

that to others.  



If you have some light – share it.   If you feel you are in darkness – darkness is never absolute.  In today’s 

Psalm we are told that what we perceive as darkness is no darkness to God. That deserves some 

thinking about.  God is light, we are told in scripture – with no shadow of darkness.    

If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
    and the light around me become night,” 

 even the darkness is not dark to you;  
    the night is as bright as the day, 
    for darkness is as light to you. 

 
Which means there is always some light to be found; perhaps in the natural world through our window, 

the kindness of a stranger, the TV programmes that distract and comfort us, music or a good book.  

Hopefully also through the scriptures and prayers we read.  Whatever brings you light – nurture it.   

 

It is dark now but there is not enough darkness in the world to put out the 

light of even one candle. 

The smallest candle can pierce the greatest darkness’ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
    born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, dead, and buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Intercessions 
We pray for the coming of God’s kingdom. 



 
You sent your Son to bring good news to the poor, 
sight to the blind, 
freedom to the captives 
and salvation to your people: 
anoint us with your Spirit; 
rouse us to work in his name. 
Father, by your Spirit 
bring in your kingdom. 
 
Send us to bring help to the poor 
Show us where we can be the answers to this prayer 
We pray for the work of the Foodbank, those who work 
with victims of violence, all of who are working to help overcome Covid.  
Father, by your Spirit 
bring in your kingdom. 
 
Send us to tell the world 
the good news of your healing love. 
We pray for those known to us  
and those who have asked for our prayers. 
Father, by your Spirit 
bring in your kingdom. 
 
Send us to those who mourn, 
to bring joy and gladness instead of grief. 
We think of those who have died and those who mourn 
Father, by your Spirit 
bring in your kingdom. 
 
Send us to proclaim that the time is here 
for you to save your people. 
Father, by your Spirit 
bring in your kingdom. 
 
Father, use us, unworthy as we are, 
to bring in your kingdom of mercy, justice, love and peace. 
We have a message of good news, of hope and life. 
Empower us by your Spirit and unite us in your Son, 
that all our joy and delight may be to serve you, 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 



Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen. 

  



Eternal Lord, 
our beginning and our end: 
bring us with the whole creation 
to your glory, hidden through past ages 
and made known 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 
May the joy of the angels,  
the eagerness of the shepherds,  
the perseverance of the wise men,  
the obedience of Joseph and Mary,  
and the peace of the Christ child:  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
 
HYMN  
 

1. Will you come and follow me 
If I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don't know 
And never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown? 
Will you let my name be known 
Will you let my life be grown in you 
And you in me? 
 

3. Will you let the blinded see 
If I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free 
And never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean 
And do such as this unseen 
And admit to what I mean in you 
And you in me? 

2. Will you leave yourself behind 
If I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind 
And never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare 
Should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer in you 
And you in me? 
 

4. Will you love the "you" you hide 
If I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside 
And never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found 
To reshape the world around 
Through my sight and touch and sound in you 
And you in me? 
 

 
5 Lord your summons echoes true 

When you but call my name 
Let me turn and follow you 

And never be the same 
In Your company I'll go 

Where Your love and footsteps show 
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you 

And you in me 
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