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I like November – ‘seasons of mists...’ etc.   It always brings to my mind the 

smell of the bonfires my father loved to make to burn garden rubbish.  This 

became the fire for Bonfire Night in the back garden.   

In those days we still made a Guy out of anything we could find and spent 

weeks accumulating a box of Roman Candles and Sparklers and a few rockets 

as pocket money allowed.   Catherine Wheels – were a painful experience - as 

whatever my father did to try and make them spin on a nail impaled on a post, 

they kept on stopping and he would get quite irritated trying to set them 

spinning again.  Rockets had to be stood in milk bottles and much of the fun of 

the next day was to find how 

many rockets from other displays 

had landed in our garden.    

Potatoes were cooked in the ashes 

which meant that the outside inch 

was charcoal, and you had to dig 

in to find anything edible by which 

time ash was everywhere, but we 



ate it regardless along with rather burnt 

sausages.   The generation following us 

were far more sophisticated, now children 

were taken to ‘displays’ with burger buns 

sold from a van.   No more getting burned 

by the sparks from holding Sparklers (can 

you still get them I wonder, dangerous 

things really). 

 

Autumn has a tinge of reminiscence about it.  At the beginning of the month 

the Church observes two special Feasts: The Solemnisation of All Saints and the 

Commemoration of the Faithful Departed (All Souls).  All Saints remembers 

those who gave us examples to follow, and All Souls remembers those ‘blessed 

nobodies’, those we have known and loved along the way.    

These two Feasts gave rise to Halloween the day before, or the Eve of All 

Hallows as it was originally known.  The superstition grew up that the Eve of 

these Feasts was a ‘thin’ space where the dead were particularly close.  This, 

no doubt, is responsible for many of the ‘spooky’ ideas now used to market 

Halloween.   

Later in November is Remembrance Sunday (14th) which will cause some to 

remember and younger ones to learn – and we need to remember and learn 

...’Lest we forget’.   

Memory is what makes us who we are – we become the total of our 

experience.   It forms how we learn and how we process life.  Imagination is 

built on memory.  Perhaps this informs and influences how we relate to 

ancient buildings, particular spaces, and artifacts.   We wonder and imagine 

the lives of those who made them.   We can feel responsible that those who 

fashioned them are remembered and their work valued.   Old Hamsey Church 

needs some care at present (further details below).   

Memory can prevent us from living in the present.   We either look back 

(typically twenty years) and recall the ‘good old days’, now tinged with 

sentimentality and viewed in the glow of rose-tinted specs, or memories drive 

us to look ahead, always planning and imagining something bigger and better.  

Both bring dissatisfaction with the present.  We must be alert to this and strive 

to find balance. 



Memories can indeed be life giving and bring us comfort, for this they are 

valued.  Others dis-able us from living free and full lives. There is an interesting 

word in the Bible to describe what God longs to give and do for us - it is ‘sozo’, 

often translated ‘salvation’ but it carries with it the idea of healing at the 

deepest level of our personalities which would include difficult memories. 

So, as mist and mellow fruitfulness begin around us and we recall past years, 

offering all our memories to God, both good and bad, for healing and 

transformation might be a fruitful way to put ‘remembrance’ to good use.   

Forthcoming events:  
 
Our Sunday service is at 9.30 a.m.at St Peter Offham 

 

Remembrance Sunday, 14th November 

10.50 a.m.  We will be joined by members 

of the Parish Council and meet on the 

lawn for the wreath laying and two-minute 

silence.   There will be an opportunity for 

you to lay a wreath, or cross.  We then 

come into church for the service.  

Meet outside on the lawn opposite the 

war memorial. 

 

Songs of Praise on the 28th November, 3.00 p.m. at 

St Peter Offham.   

 

Celebrate the return of 
Church singing 
  



You are invited to submit a favourite hymn and eight will be randomly drawn 

to make up a service of praise and thanksgiving.   No such service would be 

complete without ‘tea and cake’ and there will be plenty of that at the end.   If 

you want to enter your favourite hymn, the details and entry form are on our 

website.   

CHOOSE your favourite hymn and 
email by 7 November 2021 to: 

michaelconlon1@hotmail.co.uk 
“The exercise of singing is delightful to nature, and good to preserve the 

health of mankind” William Byrd (1543-1623) 
 
 

Fence at Old Hamsey church 

The fence on the lane side needs to be replaced and we are asking people to 

sponsor a ‘bay’ (one 

post and rail) for 

£60 – we need 48.  

Once done Hamsey 

will greet the new 

year looking cared 

for.   

 

Details on our 

webpage.     

 

 

There has been some concern about the churchyard being allowed to run to 

meadow this year.  Please be assured, that we are aware of this and have 

revised our plans for next year to take your concerns into account.   

Rev Anne Dunlop 
revannedunlop@gmail.com  
Parish Office 01273 890006 
Website: Church of England Worship | St Peter Offam and Hamsey England | 

England (offhamandhamsey.org) 
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