
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Peter Offham ‘The Nativity’ by Capronnier 

St Peter’s Net 
Dear Friends of St Peter 

Welcome to our Christmas edition of St Peter’s Net – hope you find some 

silliness to bring a smile and something thought provoking!   What a strange 

Christmas this will be for us all.   

Every family has its own traditions and we carry memories of Christmases past.  

What goes in the stocking?  When do we open the presents?  What time is 

dinner etc.   Anyone remember pink mice with sugar tails and coins made of 

chocolate along with a tangerine and some walnuts in one of Dad’s socks?  All 

consumed before breakfast!    

One Christmas my son made stockings which was a lovely surprise.  We began to 

take out the various goodies until our fingers touched something cold, wet and 

slimy – yuk – defrosted and uncooked sausages!  He thought it a huge joke. 

We have other public holidays but none match Christmas.   In the midst of the 

darkest days, we have a feast, a festival, a holy-day!  The child, Jesus, is God’s 

presence with us in all that is of great wonder - and in all that is of unspeakable 

darkness.   We are not left alone, the one who created all things is come to us.   

This Christmas Day, try and find a moment to look at the nativity pictures on the 

cards, or come and see the crib in church - and pray, asking that the wonder of 

this gracious gift be revealed to you in greater measure. 

With my best wishes, 

Rev Anne  



When the angels had left them... 
The shepherds said to one another 

“let us go even unto Bethlehem and 
See this thing what has come to pass”. 

Luke Chapter 2.15 
 
Even unto Bethlehem 
So, that was where we went, 
‘Even unto Bethlehem’, 
It was, as they say, a transformation. 
Leaving the hillside fire 
Which made us warm without 
But left us chill within, 
And exchanging it for a stable. 
 
We saw no glory there’ 
Nothing of the hosts of heaven 
We encountered on the hillside. 
Nothing. 
Nothing save a young girl of, let us say, fifteen 
And her baby. 
And yes, there was also her husband, 
But he seemed as confused as we ourselves. 
 
Where was this king, this Saviour, 
The one of which the angel spoke? 
Not here surely, 
Not here in this place. 
 
Yet politeness prevailed 
We paid our respects, stayed on for a while and then left, 
Returning through the night to the hillside fire. 
It was, as I said, a transformation. 
The warmth of the fire, left unattended, had long gone. 
Expired, mere ashes, 
No comfort to be found there. 
But do not imagine for one moment that we felt cold. 
(Revd Adrian Hough, in the style of TS Elliot) 

 

  



Our usual ‘silly stuff’ 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE Political correctness health and safety 
Little donkey, little donkey on the dusty road 

Got to keep on plodding onwards with your precious load 

The RSPCA has issued strict guidelines as regard as to how heavy a load a donkey of small 

stature is permitted to carry.  Also, in the guidelines are permitted feeding breaks, at 

least one set rest in a four-hour plodding period.  Due to the risk of pollution from the 

dusty road Mary and Joseph are required to wear face masks.   The little donkey has 

expressed his discomfort at being labelled ‘little’ and would prefer to be simply referred 

to as Mr Donkey.  Comments upon his height or otherwise are to be considered a breach 

of equine rights.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



IMPORTANT NOTICE Political correctness health and safety 
While shepherds watched their flocks by night 

All seated on the ground 

The angel of the Lord came down and glory shone around. 

 

The union of shepherds has complained that this breaches health and safety regulations 

to insist that shepherds watch their flocks without appropriate seating arrangements 

being produced.  Therefore, benches stools and orthopaedic chairs must be available.  

Shepherds have also requested that due to inclement weather they should watch their 

flocks via CCTV cameras behind centrally heated shepherd observation huts.   

The angel of the lord is reminded that before shining his/her glory all around the 

shepherds must be issued with glasses capable of filtering out any harmful effects of 

UVA, UVB,  glory lighting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The boy who laughed at Santa Claus # 
In Baltimore there lived a boy. 
He wasn't anybody's joy. 
Although his name was Jabez Dawes, 
His character was full of flaws. 
In school he never led his classes, 
He hid old ladies' reading glasses, 
His mouth was open when he chewed, 
And elbows to the table glued. 
He stole the milk of hungry kittens, 
And walked through doors marked NO ADMITTANCE. 
He said he acted thus because 
There wasn't any Santa Claus. 
 

 

 

  



Another trick that tickled Jabez 
Was crying 'Boo' at little babies. 
He brushed his teeth, they said in town, 
Sideways instead of up and down. 
Yet people pardoned every sin, 
And viewed his antics with a grin, 
Till they were told by Jabez Dawes, 
'There isn't any Santa Claus!' 
 
Like whooping cough, from child to child, 
He sped to spread the rumour wild: 
'Sure as my name is Jabez Dawes 
There isn't any Santa Claus!' 
Slunk like a weasel of a marten 
Through nursery and kindergarten, 
Whispering low to every tot, 
'There isn't any, no there's not!' 
 
The children wept all Christmas eve 
And Jabez chortled up his sleeve. 
No infant dared hang up his stocking 
For fear of Jabez' ribald mocking. 
He sprawled on his untidy bed, 
Fresh malice dancing in his head, 
When presently with scalp-a-tingling, 
Jabez heard a distant jingling; 
He heard the crunch of sleigh and hoof 
Crisply alighting on the roof. 
What good to rise and bar the door? 
A shower of soot was on the floor 
 

What was beheld by Jabez Dawes?  
The fireplace full of Santa Claus! 
 

 'Jabez' replied the angry saint, 
'It isn't I, it's you that ain't. 
Although there is a Santa Claus, 
There isn't any Jabez Dawes!' 
 
Said Jabez then with impudent vim, 
'Oh, yes there is, and I am him! 
Your magic don't scare me, it doesn't’ 
And suddenly he found he wasn't! 
From grimy feet to grimy locks, 
Jabez became a Jack-in-the-box,  
An ugly toy with springs unsprung,  
Forever sticking out his tongue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The neighbours heard his mournful 
squeal; 
They searched for him, but not with 
zeal. 
No trace was found of Jabez Dawes, 
Which led to thunderous applause, 
And people drank a loving cup 
And went and hung their stockings up. 

 
All you who sneer at Santa Claus, 
Beware the fate of Jabez Dawes. 

Ogden Nash 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE Political correctness health and safety 

We three kings of Orient are Bearing gifts, we traverse afar 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain Following yonder star... 

 

Whilst the gift of gold is still considered acceptable as it may be redeemed at a later date 

through such organisations as ‘www.cash4gold’ etc. gifts of frankincense and myrrh are 

not appropriate due to the risk of fragrance causing significant allergic reactions. 

  



It is not recommended that traversing kings should rely on star navigation and would 

advise the use of AA Route Finder or satnav.  Both can provide the quickest route and 

advise on fuel consumption.  As in the case of Mr Donkey the three camels require 

regular rest and food breaks and face masks for the three kings are obligatory due to the 

dust disturbed by camel hooves.   

The Christmas Star 
For the first time in 800 years, Jupiter and Saturn are set 

to closely align in the night’s sky to form a ‘Christmas Star’. 

The two planets will line up to create a bright light visible 

from Earth on Monday 21 December the same date as the 

winter solstice. 

This celestial event is known as the Great Conjunction by 

astronomers and has also been nicknamed a Christmas 

Star or Star of Bethlehem.  What the actual bright light 

was has been debated for many years with one possible explanation being a rare 

conjunction of multiple planets. 

It’s a rare phenomenon which sees Jupiter and Saturn appear to align in the night’s sky.  

The two Gas Giants are rarely seen this close, with experts predicting they will be 

separated by less than the apparent diameter of the moon.  Though they will look aligned 

the two planets will be hundreds of millions of miles apart. 

The orbits of the two Gas Giants and Earth means there is an alignment every 20 years, 

which makes Jupiter and Saturn appear closer in the night’s sky.  The last time they 

appeared this close was way back in the 13th Century and NASA doesn’t predict another 

alignment this close for another 60 years.  Patrick Hartigan, an astronomer at Rice 

University in America, said in an interview with Forbes that it was an “exceptionally rare” 

event.   And added the last time the planets were aligned this close was on 4 March 1226. 

The Christmas Star will be visible from Earth, with the help of a clear night’s sky.  The two 

planets will move into closer alignment from Thursday 17 December for roughly a week, 

with the closest point being Monday 21 December.  Stargazers can expect to see the 

phenomenon low in the western sky shortly after sunset, meaning people in the UK 

should be on the lookout from 3.54pm.  It is bright enough to be seen without the use of 

telescopes or binoculars, yet astronomers say several of the planets’ satellites will be 

visible with viewing aides.        The Scotsman – Matt Brooks 

     Did you know that rainbows appear as full circles when you’re in the sky?  

They only appear as half circles from the ground because the there’s no rain below the 

person viewing it.  



In Genesis God spoke of the rainbow as a 

sign and it has become that in the pandemic 

– a sign of hope – and it is HOPE that 

ENCIRCLES us all. 

 

 

 

  

A very lovely rainbow across the fields. the other 

week 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE Political correctness health and safety 
Little Jesus sweetly sleep, do not stir 

We will lend a coat of fur 

We will rock you, rock you, rock you.... 

 

Fur is no longer appropriate wear for small infants due to the risk of allergy and for 

ethical reasons, therefore false fur, a cellular blanket or perhaps microfleece material 

should be considered alternatives. 

Please note that only persons who have been subject to DBS check C0, C1, and C2 

safeguarding and have enhanced clearance are permitted to rock baby Jesus.   They must 

carry their DBS disclosure at all times and be prepared to provide three forms of 

identification before any rocking commences.    

Our recipe page 
 

Here we are again with another gem from 

the butter/sugar/flour splashed pages of 

my ancient recipe book.  Cannot remember 

which friend gave me this but it dates to 

the time of small children and school runs. 

Resurrected recently it has proved a 

success with ‘socially-distanced-coffee-after-church’ – alas temporarily suspended. 

  



They don’t have a name – make up your own!  Also, prehistoric measurements sorry.  

4 oz butter 
4oz castor sugar 
4 oz porridge oats (I use ‘breakfast’ oats a handful of jumbo oats for added texture) 
4 oz plain flour 
Optional but highly recommended – handful of walnuts chopped, heaped tablespoon 
desiccated coconut 
Teaspoon of golden syrup, teaspoon bicarbonate of soda and teaspoon boiling water. 

 

Method 

Preheat oven ?170 or thereabouts. Grease two baking sheets. 

Melt the butter and sugar in a large saucepan (important).  You are not trying to dissolve 

the sugar just to melt both together.  While that is happening mix dry ingredient together.   

When the butter and sugar are ready, mix the syrup and bicarb together in a cup with the 

boiling water and quickly add to butter and sugar – stir well, it may froth a little depending 

upon how warm the butter is.    

Now tip all the dry ingredients into your LARGE saucepan and mix well.  Form into balls a 

bit bigger than a walnut, place on trays and slightly flatten – the do not spread a lot.   Cook 

but I cannot give you a time – but be careful not to over cook and that can happen quickly.   

They rise a little and then fall and the only way I know the right moment is by touching the 

top of one and it should give ‘slightly’ too much or they will be chewier but – so what.    

Trial and error and you will get it right.   

Best immediately given away or put out of sight in the freezer as one is never quite enough.  

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE Political correctness health and safety 

Dashing through the snow 

In a one-horse open sleigh 

O'er the fields we go 

Laughing all the way...Jingle bells.... 

 

A risk assessment must be submitted before any open sleigh is considered safe for 

members of the public to ride.    A risk assessment should also consider whether the use 

of only one horse is appropriate particularly if passengers are of large proportions.  

Permission from land owners must be gained before entering any open fields. 

To avoid offending those not participating in the venture, it is required that only 

moderated laughter is used and not at a noise level likely to be a nuisance to others.  

  



Keep up with the times 

• Free to a good home - Unused gift - a 2020 planner.  

• This morning I saw a neighbour talking to her dog.  It was obvious she thought her 
dog understood her.  I came into my house and told my cat.  We laughed a lot. 

• Every few days try your jeans on just to make sure they fit.  Pyjamas will have you 
believe all is well. 

• Does anyone know if we can take showers yet or should we just keep washing our 
hands? 

• Appropriate analogy.  "The curve is flattening so we can start lifting restrictions 
now” is like saying “The parachute has slowed our rate of descent, so we can take 
it off now.” 

• Never in a million years could I have imagined I would go up to a bank clerk 
wearing a mask and asking for money. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE Political correctness health and safety 
 

Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer Had a very shiny nose 

And if you ever saw it you would even say it glows 

All of the other reindeer used to laugh and call him names 

They never let poor Rudolf join in any reindeer games. 

 

You are advised that under the Equal Opportunities Policy it is inappropriate for persons 

to make comment upon the ruddiness of Mr A Reindeer. Name calling contravenes our 

anti-bullying policy and further to this, the exclusion of Mr A Reindeer from any reindeer 

games would be considered discriminatory and disciplinary action will be taken against 

anyone found guilty of this offence.  Full investigation will be implemented leading to 

imposing sanctions such as a ban from hanging up stockings or enjoying Christmas 

dinner. 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE Political correctness health and safety 

Away in a manger 

No crib for a bed.... 

 

Refer to Social Services immediately. 

  



The Story of the Birth of Jesus 
 

I was interested the other day when buying Christmas cards 

how few there were of the birth of Jesus, the visit of the 

shepherds etc. and how many there were of the ‘three’ wise 

men.  Stars and wise men are not a part of the birth story of 

Jesus but appear later.   

 

The account of Jesus’ birth is not one story but a compilation 

from two of the writers of the books called the gospels, Luke and Matthew.    Mark and 

John make no reference to the birth of Jesus but take up their account beginning with 

Jesus’ ministry when aged about thirty. 

 

Luke is the only writer in the Bible who was not Jewish and this is reflected in the way he 

writes his account.  Tradition says that he knew Mary, in fact painted her picture.  His 

account sounds like it is direct from Mary because of the little 

details he includes which only Mary would really know. 

Mary recounts how she was told that she would have a child 

and her confirmation was found in her hasty visit to her 

cousin Elizabeth.  The messenger 

had told her that Elizabeth who 

was advanced in years and barren was now six months 

pregnant.    

 

The meeting with Elizabeth, so obviously pregnant, must have 

confirmed to Mary that she also will have a child.  Indeed, 

Elizabeth’s words are a confirmation “How blest are you 

among all women...”. 

 

Luke dates and records Caesar’s decree for the recording and taxing necessitating 

Joseph’s return to his home town of Bethlehem.  Not surprisingly Mary remembers what 

must have been a very trying journey so near the birth and no doubt her anxiety as a 

young mother, far from home without support for her first birth.  The little touches; 

wrapping him in swaddling cloths and laying him to rest in the animals’ food trough no 

doubt filled with straw and covered with Joseph’s cloak.   

 



Who were the first people to see this child?  Shepherds who stayed awake during the 

night to mind the sheep.  They were at the bottom of 

the pile socially, and yet it is to them that angels 

appear.   Luke writes often about the marginalised 

and women in his gospel.   

 

 

And look, they are the first to give witness as to who 

this child will be!  They tell Mary and Joseph what the 

angels have said “He is a Saviour, Christ the Lord, the Messiah!”.     No wonder Luke tells 

us that Mary ‘kept all these words and pondered them in her heart”; she did for she tells 

them to Luke all those years later. 

 

Matthew is Jewish and his Gospel goes to lengths to show how Jesus is the prophesied 

Messiah.  He writes from Joseph’s perspective.   He recounts Joseph’s confusion at 

Mary’s pregnancy and the reassurance he is given that this is of God and not to be afraid 

of marrying Mary.   

 

It is Matthew who tells of the star and the visit of the wise men (probably astrologers) 

from the East and the number three comes from the three gifts but there may well have 

been more.  The significance of their visit is that they are Gentiles, not Jews, the gift of 

Jesus is to all.  

Tradition has given them 

names, Melchior, Balthazar, 

and Casper, and meaning to 

their gifts. The gold 

represents Christ’s kingship; 

frankincense is a sweet-

smelling resin used in 

worship representing Jesus’ 

priestly role, and myrrh, an 

ointment used in burial, 

which foreshadows his 

death.   

 

Peter Brugel’s painting shows the child shrinking back as the myrrh is offered. 

  



The wise men go to a ‘house’ not a stable which suggests Mary and Detail: The Adoration 

of the Kings  

 

Joseph stayed for some time in Bethlehem.  This is borne out by the dreadful 

consequences of the visit of the wise men to Herod to ask for directions.  He was the 

ruler at the time and renowned for cruelty.  After the wise men had given him the slip 

and did not return with the information he wanted, Herod orders all children under the 

age of two in Bethlehem to be slaughtered. 

 

We sanitise the nativity story and remove it from reality.  There is much strangeness.  Joy 

and pain, light and dark.   Jesus enters our world to parents who soon will become 

refugees fleeing the wrath of Herod.    In many ways this is a stark story unadorned with 

the superficial trimmings it has accrued over time.   Time intersects with eternity.  God 

enters our world. 

 

Our Poetry Page  
 

 

Beech wood fires burn bright and clear 

If the logs are kept a year; 

Store your beech for Christmas-tide 

With new-cut holly laid aside. 

Chestnut is only good, they say, 

If for years it’s stored away. 

Birch and fir wood burn too fast, 

Blaze too bright and do not last. 

 

Flames from larch will shoot as high, 

Dangerously sparks will fly, 

But ash wood green and ash wood brown 

Are fit for a Queen with a golden crown... 

Oaken logs, if dry and old  

Keep away the winter’s cold. 

Poplar gives a bitter smoke, 

Fills your eyes and makes you choke. 

Elm wood burns like churchyard mould, 

E’en the very flames are cold. 

Hawthorn bakes the sweetest bread, 

So it is in Ireland said. 

Apple wood will scent a room; 

Pear wood smells like flowers in bloom. 

But ash wood wet and ash wood dry 

A King may warm his slippers by.... 

  



Giving to St Peter 
Could you consider helping us maintain this historic Church.  Perhaps set up a monthly Standing Order of 

£5 to support the work of the Parish Church of Offham on a regular basis?   

You may have no particular ‘faith’ connection but the presence of the Church building makes a 

difference to our environment and community in terms of its beauty and history, its pastoral care and 

witness.  It is part of the ‘village ideal’, and adds value to the area better than if it should be replaced by 

a housing complex or become a closed building.     

For Christians, financial giving is part of our discipleship and our worship.  It is all of a piece just as using 

our talents and abilities in the work of the church.   Jesus spoke more about money than faith or prayer 

because it touches us at a deep level of faith and commitment.  We give, acknowledging that all we have 

comes from the goodness of God and in response to the blessings we have received.    

Please contact our Treasurer Andrew Featherstone: 01273 477151, email stpeters-offham@usa.net 

about how to give to the church. In fact, it is quite simple, the easiest ways are to:      

Send a cheque made out to “Offham Church” to: 

Andrew Featherstone 

Allington Lodge 
Allington Lane 
Offham 
Lewes 
BN7 3QJ 

Make a direct electronic payment to the church account: 
Account Name: Offham Church 
Sort Code: 20-49-76 
Account Number: 10674826 
As the reference please give your name or, if signed up for Gift 
Aid, your Gift Aid number, as used on the ‘green envelope 
 
Or use the QR code below. Thank you 
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OUR PRAYER  

 
 
O Great Love, thank you for living and loving 
in us and through us. May all that we do 
flow from our deep connection with you 
and all beings. Help us become a community 
that vulnerably shares each other’s burdens 

and the weight of glory. Listen to our hearts’ longings for the healing of our World.  
 
Help us at this Christmas time to remember that you are with and within all your creation 
wherever we are.  We pray for those we love entrusting them into your care.  We pray 
for those for whom this Christmas will be especially hard as they miss those who have 
died this year. 
 
Help us we pray to have courage.  Renew our energy and sustain us.   Help us to stay in 
your peace knowing our times are in your hand and your presence with us always.  
 
Knowing you are hearing us better than we are speaking, we offer these prayers in all the 
holy names of God, Amen. 
 

Listen to me ... you who have been borne by me from your birth, 

carried from the womb; even to your old age I am he, 

even when you turn grey, I will carry you.   

I have made and I will bear, I will carry and will save.  Isaiah 46  

 

 

 


