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Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you. 
 
HYMN 234  
 
1 Christ, Whose glory fills the skies, 
Christ, the true, the only Light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise, 
Triumph o’er the shades of night; 
Dayspring from on high be near; 
Day-star, in my heart appear. 
 

3 Dark and cheerless is the morn 
Unaccompanied by Thee; 
Joyless is the day’s return 
Till Thy mercy’s beams I see; 
Till they inward light impart, 
Glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
 

3 Visit then this soul of mine, 
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 

Fill me, Radiancy divine, 
Scatter all my unbelief; 

More and more Thyself display, 
Shining to the perfect day. 

 
Confession 

 
Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. 
Let us renew our resolve to have done with all that is evil  
and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
Like Mary at the empty tomb, 
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Like Thomas in the upper room, 
we are slow to believe. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Absolution 
May the Lord absolve us from our offences, + 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour.  Amen. 



 
The Collect 

Almighty God, 
who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 
have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life:  
grant that, as by your grace going before us 

you put into our minds good desires, 
so by your continual help 
we may bring them to good effect; 
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 

A reading from the New Testament 
Acts 8 26-end 

Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch 
26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27 So he got up and went. Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30 So 
Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” 31 He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit 
beside him. 32 Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
 
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
    and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
        so he does not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
    Who can describe his generation? 
        For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or 
about someone else?” 35 Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to 
him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the 
eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38 He commanded the 
chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized 
him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw 
him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing 
through the region, he to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 22 vs 25 - end 
 

25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
    my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 
    those who seek him shall praise the LORD. 
    May your hearts live forever! 



27 All the ends of the earth shall remember 
    and turn to the LORD; 
and all the families of the nations 
    shall worship before him.  
28 For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
    and he rules over the nations. 
29 To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 
    before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 
    and I shall live for him.  
30 Posterity will serve him; 
    future generations will be told about the Lord, 
31 and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
    saying that he has done it. 

New Testament Reading 
1 John 4 7 end 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God’s love was revealed 
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10 In this is 
love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
 
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we 
have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the world. 15 God abides in 
those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16 So we have known and believe 
the love that God has for us. 
 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17 Love has been 
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are 
we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with 
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19 We love because he first loved 
us. 20 Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love 
a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21 The 
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters[e] also. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN 117 (Christchurch) 
 

1 Now is eternal life,  
If risen with Christ we stand  
In him to life reborn,  
And holden in his hand;  
No more we fear death’s ancient dread,  
In Christ arisen from the dead.  
 

2 For God, the living God,  
Stooped down to man’s estate;  
By death destroying death,  
Christ opened wide life’s gate:  
He lives, who died;  
he reigns on high;  
Who lives in him shall never die.  
 

3 Unfathomed love divine, 
Reign thou within my heart; 

From thee nor depth nor height, 
Nor life nor death can part; 

Our life is hid with God in thee, 
Now and through all eternity 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30607e


The Gospel 
Luke 24 36 48 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus said, ‘All who see the Son and believe in him may  
have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.’  

John 6.40 
Alleluia. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (John 5 1-8) 
All Glory be to thee O Lord 
 
Jesus the True Vine 

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that 
bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have already 
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me 
as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless 
it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am 
the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 
nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 

branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is 
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.  
 
is the gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you O Christ 

Reflection 
 

“Do you understand what you are reading?”  He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” 
 

There were many people at the time of the early church who were looking for a truer faith, a deeper 
experience of God.   They were wearied with the many gods of other nations and the loose moral 
standards. They were drawn to the one God and austere moral standards of Judaism in which they 
found meaning.   Many converted undergoing the rite of circumcision others just attended Jewish 
synagogues and read the scriptures and were called ‘God-fearers’.  There was a reserved outer court 
in the Temple, ‘the court of the gentiles’ where they could come and worship, the same court where 
Jesus cleared out the money changers and traders. 
 
It is likely that the Ethiopian official was one such as this for he was returning from worshiping at 
Jerusalem and he had a copy of the Jewish scriptures.   The meeting with Philip, is couched in the 
language of the ‘spirit leading’, but we could also say that Philip simply felt led or prompted to go to 
this place even though he did not know why.   We have met Philip before when he told his friend 
Nathanael about Jesus and invited him to “come and see”.  Philip is an evangelist, a bringer of good 
news. 
 
Philip soon realises why he felt led to be there when he saw and heard this man reading from one of 
the Jewish scrolls.  People usually read out loud rather than as we do now, particularly sacred texts.  
The point to note is Philips’s sensitivity to the prompting of the Spirit and his readiness to act when 
he saw the opportunity.   
 



I think this happens to us; you may have experienced it.  We feel a prompt to say something or do 
something.  If we follow it up, it just may be God and if not and just a thought of our own, nothing is 
lost and anyway – who knows!  We are just called to be obedient and faithful, ‘full-of-faith’, that God 
has a purpose. 
 
We will not meet someone reading from a scroll in a chariot, but the questions to which the 
Ethiopian was seeking answers, are the same – what does this mean?   Humans try to make sense of 
the world, of their lives, it is how we seek to survive.  Many of the questions people ask, in fact all 
the questions, ultimately find their source in our need for meaning, purpose, relationships, and how 
to understand what is happening to us. 
 
It all seems easy and neat for Philip – a quick Bible lesson which brings clarity to the man, is met with 
his belief and desire to make a commitment through Baptism. 
 
I witnessed that once.  Carol, a friend from school rang out of the blue after years and the first thing 
she said was “Do you still go to church?”  I did not know she even knew I did!  She asked me to visit 
that day which I did feeling totally inadequate and wishing I had referred her to a local vicar(!).   She 
questioned me about Jesus and ‘signed up’ on the spot – no one was more surprised than me.  She 
was baptised in a friend’s swimming pool a few weeks later.    
 
I do not believe my stumbling words ‘did it’, but the meeting was a catalyst – a moment for her to 
release faith and receive Christ.   I think she just needed to meet someone who believed what she 
was coming to believe, just as Philip was there for the Ethiopian, and a preacher named John many 
years ago, was for me.   But the Holy Spirit had been present in her life drawing her to this point for a 
long time.  They are all dead now, but I always think of Carol when I read this account.   
 
“Faith comes by hearing and hearing the word of God.”  Paul writes.   
 
It seems extraordinary that in God’s purpose the saving work of Christ should be committed to the 
slender thread of preaching and hearing or reading the word.   Jesus says as much in the gospel 
today.  You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.   The words spoken. 
 
Jesus then tells his friends that they are to ‘abide’ in him.  Abide has the idea of settling down and 
staying put.   To ‘abide’ in Jesus means to be mindful of his life in relation to ours.   We become aware of 
his example and teachings affecting our life.  To help us understand, Jesus uses the image of a branch on 
a vine.  Like a branch we receive life from the root stock of the vine (Jesus) and receive his strength and 
all the benefits of his life.   
 
This can just sound like encouraging words - but it also works in practice.   Whenever you are 
overwhelmed by the negatives of life whether from outside or within – stop take a breath.  
 
Like a branch, you are just experiencing a frosty blast, or a scorching heat – or perhaps a passing insect 
or animal has nibbled or taken out a chunk – you will recover – this too will pass!    Picture the life of 
Christ ‘flowing into you’ just like a stem takes up water and nutrients.    
 
Our having’ faith’ can be just words – rather vague.  What God wants for us is a life vitally united with 
his son Jesus – who is the expression of God’s love.   Faith is not a word, it is action.  Jesus sets before us 
a truth – stay united to me and you will be fruitful for that is God our Father’s will for your life.   This 
truth is set before us – what we do with it is ‘our move’.   
 



Fruitfulness is not limited to what we do but who we are.  Paul goes on to tell us of the ‘fruit’ we will 
produce:  Love, joy, peace – towards God; forbearance, kindness, goodness – towards others; and 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control – in ourselves. 
 
Philip and the Ethiopian go their separate ways, both rejoicing and both to continue to spread the word 
of Jesus.   Tradition has it that this man spread the word in Ethiopia and Philip finds himself in Azotus 
where he ‘continues to proclaim the good news’. 
 
How are we to be fruitful? 
 

 “Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the 
eyes through which he looks with compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with 

which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world. 
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body.  

Christ has no body now on earth but yours.” 
Teresa of Avila (attributed) 

 
 

That our risen Saviour may fill us and the church throughout the world 
with the joy of his 

glorious and life-giving resurrection … 
we pray to the Father. 
Hear our prayer. 
That isolated and persecuted churches 

may find fresh strength in the good news of Easter … 
we pray to the Father. 
Hear our prayer. 
That God may grant us humility 
to be subject to one another in Christian love …  
we pray to the Father. 
Hear our prayer. 
That he may provide for those who lack food, work or shelter … 
we pray to the Father. 
Hear our prayer. 
That by his power war and famine may cease through all the world …  
we pray to the Father. 
Hear our prayer. 
That he may reveal the light of his presence to the sick, 

the weak and the dying, 
to comfort and strengthen them … 
we pray to the Father. 
Hear our prayer. 
That, according to his promises, 
all who have died in the faith of the resurrection 
may be raised on the last day … 
we pray to the Father. 
Hear our prayer. 
That he may send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon his people, 
so that we may bear faithful witness to his resurrection, 
we pray to the Father. 
Hear our prayer. 
Heavenly Father, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness 



and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant that, as his death has recalled us to life, 
so his continual presence in us may raise us to eternal joy;  
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
As our Saviour taught us, we are bold to say: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

Jesus Christ, 
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 
and in the bond of peace, 
and bring the whole created order to worship at your feet; 
for you are alive and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will,  
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
be with you now and always. 
Amen 
 
HYMN 408 (Love Divine) 
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of Heav'n to earth come down; 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling; 
All thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure unbounded love Thou art; 
Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 
 

Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, 
Never more Thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 
 



Finish, then, Thy new creation; 
Pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see Thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in Thee; 

Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in Heav'n we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
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