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I am writing this three weeks before Christmas – we are still looking
forward to something resembling normal. However, already, along
with so many things our Plumpton Nativity service by Honeybees has
had to be Covid-cancelled. I was so looking forward to the promised
“three innkeepers, and at least two Marys”, and the little chap who
refused with tears to be a donkey and wanted to be Bob the Builder
instead. At this point we are still hopeful to have the Carols at
Hamsey on the 12th at 3.00 and the Nine Lessons and Carols at St
Peter on the 19th at 6.00. There is a Crib service on Christmas Eve, at
All Saints Plumpton, when all the animals must be found, and a
special present will arrive, and Midnight Mass at All Saints at 11.30.
At St Peter Offham 9.30 on Christmas Day and the First Sunday of
Christmas, the Feast of St Stephen on the 26th 9.30.
Christmas brings much colour at a dark time of the year; happy
moments, presents, Nativity plays, we sing till we are hoarse.
Indeed, it does seem to be the one time when it is good to slow
down and connect, not just with others but with what is important.
We are drawn together at Christmas to remind and reassure each
other that we are cared for and that we will continue to take care of

each other, to fight darkness and find light, long after all the lights
and tinsel are taken down.
For some, Christmas was difficult and hard, and they are relieved
when it is past. Family and relationship problems, ill health,
bereavement, all seem to be worse in the light of so much forced fun
and entertainment. Yet within this is the central, enduring message
of Christmas, that Jesus Christ came into this broken world to give a
certain hope – one which can hold our whole life together. As we
remember happier times and those who have gone before us, we
can also be thankful for those kind friends with us today.
Now we are coming up to the New Year – 2022. Despite all the New
Year noise and fireworks, it is hard to drown out a vague anxiety as
to what the year ahead holds for us. There is almost a kind of
reluctance to enter the New Year. The short days and the bleak
weather do not help and the ‘post-Christmas holiday effect’, is upon
us; we wish that we had not spent so much or eaten so much!
The New Year also brings anticipation and hope. A birth, a wedding,
a new home, a holiday, are all that bit nearer now. We need to draw
a deep breath and step out with courage, confidence, and hope into
what will be. Samuel Johnson (1706-84) prayed “God, by whose
mercy my life has been yet prolonged to another year, grant that thy
mercy may not be in vain.” That is a positive thought; we have this
time, let us determine to use it well. Find a way through problems as
best we can, leave behind our preoccupation with what is passed
and step out into the adventure which is 2022.
‘For all the possibilities ahead in this new year make us
thankful, O lord. Give us wisdom, courage, and
discernment in the face of so much chaos, despair, and
fear. Help us to see how, in our circumstances, we can
contribute towards peace, faith and love. And give us the
will to translate our desires into actions.’

(John Charles Vockler)

