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24th October 2021 
 

In the name of the + Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Greeting 
Grace, mercy, and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

Prayer of Preparation 
Faithful Lord, 
You have spoken to us through the scriptures 
revealing your redeeming love for creation. 
Your mercy has no end. 
Grant us the grace to trust you 
and to receive the gifts of your love, 
new every morning, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN 466 NEH 

1 Thou whose almighty word 
Chaos and darkness heard, 
And took their flight; 
Hear us, we humbly pray, 
And where the gospel-day 
Sheds not its glorious ray,  
Let there be light! 

 

3 Spirit of truth and love, 
Life-giving, holy dove, 
Speed forth thy flight! 
Move o’er the water's face 
Bearing the lamp of grace, 
And, in earth's darkest place 
Let there be light! 

 
2 Thou who didst come to bring 
On thy redeeming wing 
Healing and sight, 
Health to the sick in mind, 
Sight to the inly blind: 
O now to all mankind 
Let there be light! 

 

4 Blessed and holy Three, 
Glorious Trinity, 
Wisdom, Love, Might; 
Boundless as ocean's tide, 
Rolling in fullest pride, 
Through the world, far and wide, 
Let there be light! 

 
Invitation to confession 

 
The word of God is living and active. 
It judges the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
All is open and laid bare before the eyes of him 

to whom we give account. 



We confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

Let your faithful love come unto me, O Lord, 
even your salvation, according to your promise: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Your word is a lantern to my feet 
and a light upon my path: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
I have gone astray like a sheep that is lost; 
O seek your servant, for I do not forget your commandments. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Absolution 
May the Father of all mercies 
Cleanse us from our sins   + 
and restore us in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 

The Collect  
 
Blessed Lord, 
who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
help us so to hear them, 
to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them 
that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, 
we may embrace and for ever hold fast 

the hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.   
Amen 

A Reading from The Old Testament 
Isaiah 55 1-11 

An Invitation to Abundant Life 

55 Ho, everyone who thirsts, 

    come to the waters; 

and you that have no money, 

    come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

    without money and without price. 

2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

    and your labour for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

    and delight yourselves in rich food. 

3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 

    listen, so that you may live. 

I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 



    my steadfast, sure love for David. 

4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

    a leader and commander for the peoples. 

5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 

    and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

    for he has glorified you. 

6 Seek the Lord while he may be found, 

    call upon him while he is near; 

7 let the wicked forsake their way, 

    and the unrighteous their thoughts; 

let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 

    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

    nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

    and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

    it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

    and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
The psalm 

Psalm 19 7-end 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 

    reviving the soul; 

the decrees of the Lord are sure, 

    making wise the simple; 

8 the precepts of the Lord are right, 

    rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of the Lord is clear, 

    enlightening the eyes; 

9 the fear of the Lord is pure, 

    enduring forever; 

the ordinances of the Lord are true 

    and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, 

    even much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey, 

    and drippings of the honeycomb. 



11 Moreover by them is your servant warned; 

    in keeping them there is great reward. 

12 But who can detect their errors? 

    Clear me from hidden faults. 

13 Keep back your servant also from the insolent;  

    do not let them have dominion over me. 

Then I shall be blameless, 

    and innocent of great transgression. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

    be acceptable to you, 

    O Lord, my rock, and my redeemer. 

A Reading from The New Testament 
2 Timothy 3. 14 – 4.5 

14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you 

learned it, 15 and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you 

for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 so that everyone who belongs to God 

may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 

4 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in view of his 

appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2 proclaim the message; be persistent whether the 

time is favourable or unfavourable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in 

teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching 

ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 4 and will turn away from 

listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5 As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the 

work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
HYMN 407 NEH 

1 Lord, thy word abideth, 
and our footsteps guideth; 
who its truth believeth 
light and joy receiveth 

3 When the storms are o'er us, 
and dark clouds before us, 
then its light directeth, 
and our way protecteth. 

 

5 Word of mercy, giving 
succour to the living; 
word of life, supplying 
comfort to the dying. 

 
2 When our foes are near us, 
then thy word doth cheer us, 
word of consolation, 
message of salvation. 

 

4 Who can tell the pleasure, 
who recount the treasure 
by thy word imparted 
to the simple-hearted? 

 

6 O that we discerning 
its most holy learning, 
Lord, may love and fear thee, 
evermore be near thee! 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord 
I know them and they follow me 
Alleluia. 

 
The Gospel 

The holy Gospel is written in the 5th Chapter of the Gospel according to John 36b-end. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord 



 
36 But I have a testimony greater than John’s. The works that the Father has given me to complete, the 

very works that I am doing, testify on my behalf that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father who 

sent me has himself testified on my behalf. You have never heard his voice or seen his form, 38 and you 

do not have his word abiding in you, because you do not believe him whom he has sent. 

39 “You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that 

testify on my behalf. 40 Yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 41 I do not accept glory from human 

beings. 42 But I know that you do not have the love of God in you. 43 I have come in my Father’s name, 

and you do not accept me; if another comes in his own name, you will accept him. 44 How can you 

believe when you accept glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from the one 

who alone is God? 45 Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; your accuser is Moses, on 

whom you have set your hope. 46 If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about 

me. 47 But if you do not believe what he wrote, how will you believe what I say?” 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise be to thee, O Christ 

Reflection 
 

Today is Bible Sunday – when preachers are encouraged to lecture their congregation into getting stuck 

into Bible reading – I have never found that works. 

Rather I would refer you to two scriptures that should encourage us to do so. 

Firstly, St Paul in that truly glorious, short letter to the church at Colossae, where he describes Christ as 

the exact imprint/ikon of God and ends by encouraging the church to let the words of Christ find their 

home in them, to dwell deep in them because by this they will be changed. Secondly to Jesus’ statement 

that His words will go beyond the existence of all things.  Heaven and earth will pass away but his words 

never because they are the eternal words of God. 

To many people the Bible is a ‘closed book’ not because they don’t know what it contains, rather it is a 

closed book because they have never opened it. 

The Bible is not one book, but a collection of 66 (73) books, the Old Testament, the Hebrew scriptures, 

and the New Testament, the account of Jesus and the early church.  (Numbers differ slightly according to 

accepted Canon). 

Pick up a Bible and start at Genesis and you will soon want to put it down – getting bogged down in 

history, laws, and genealogies.   Take a different approach, and look at the poetry of the Psalms, the 

wisdom of Proverbs, the account of Jesus and the letters to the early church, and then refer in 

manageable chunks to the history of Israel and the Prophets. 

Jesus said a lot about the scriptures.  In response to those who sought to kill him he said, “You search 

the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that testify on my 

behalf.” (and) “Moses, in who you trust, he wrote of me”.  In these words, Jesus refers to the many 

scriptures which point to him running like a golden thread from Genesis to the fulfilment of his birth and 

onward to the fulfilment of all things.* 

Why should we familiarise ourselves with these ancient words?  Because we believe, and have found in 

practice, that they are more than ink on paper.  They are the living words of God.  There is just 

something about them that seems to ‘get to you’ in a way that nothing else does.   



No wonder the Collect encourages us to ‘to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest’ them.  Strange words, 

suggesting we can so absorb them that they become a part of us. 

Read with intent, and it is not long before something seems to stand out from the text.  Mark at that 

point – literally, even underline or colour, commit it to memory.  Don’t be in a hurry to move on, absorb 

what it says. 

Paul, writing to Timothy says, “All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, 

equipped for every good work.” 

There is a purpose to all this.   The Bible is our teacher.  Our ‘How To’ manual.  It will check our 

behaviour and put us on the right track, it will train us in wisdom and good living - SO THAT - we can 

then labour along with God for we are ‘...his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.’ 

We are not here by accident; God has a purpose for your life and mine. We are not interchangeable; it 

cannot be done by another.    

That is an awe-inspiring thought.  

 

We are encouraged to read not to gain knowledge alone but to find ourselves individually called, invited 

into a relationship of love.  We enter the life-giving and salvation-bringing, self-disclosure of God in 

Christ.   We move beyond knowledge into relationship. 

The author of The Cloud of Unknowing writes, ‘God can well be loved, but [God] cannot be thought.’  

By love grasped and held, 

but by thought neither grasped nor held.” 

My hope is to encourage you to read the Bible, regularly and deeply, as I encourage myself.   So that we 

will, as St Paul says elsewhere, ‘all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 

God, unto a mature manhood, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ’. 

May we allow the grace of God make it so. 

The Creed 
 We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 



he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

Intercessions 
Let us give thanks for the gift of the Bible 
and pray for all who enable it to be studied, understood, and loved.  
 
Almighty God, 
in your goodness you have given us the Scriptures 
to equip us for every kind of good deed. 
We give thanks for all who translate the Bible, 
and pray that, through their work and skill, 
your word may go forth to the ends of the earth. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
We give thanks for all who distribute the Scriptures, 
and pray that, through the written text, 
your people may be built up in faith and love. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
We give thanks for all whose learning interprets the Scriptures, 
and pray for biblical scholars and theologians, 
that more light and truth may break forth from your word. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
We give thanks for all preachers and teachers, 
and pray that, through the word proclaimed and shared, 
your Church may grow in holiness and discipleship. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
We give thanks for all who read the Bible in public worship, 
for all study groups and training courses, 
and pray that, through the study of the Scriptures, 
your word may find a home in the hearts of your people. 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
Gracious Lord, 
grant to us that loving your holy word, 



we may adorn it with obedient and Christlike lives. 
to the glory of your name. 
 
These and all the silent prayers of our hearts we offer to you. 
Merciful father, accept these prayers for the sake of your son, Jesus Christ 
our lord.   Amen 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen.  
 
God, our light, and our salvation: illuminate our lives, 
that we may see your goodness in the land of the living, 
and looking on your beauty 
may be changed into the likeness of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

We pray for God’s blessing 
 
God the Father,  
By whose glory Christ was raised from the dead 
Strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life. 
And the blessing of 
God who created you 
Jesus the Christ who saves you 
And the Spirit who is within you 
Be with you and with all for whom you pray 
Now and always Amen 
 
A hymn for Bible Sunday. 

Tune: Regent Square, (Light’s abode celestial Salem).  Copyright: reverendally.org 

1 Word of life! Such transformation! 
bringing light to darkest space; 
loving mother of creation, 
forging life in every place. 
Shine that light on every nation, 
gather us in your embrace. 

3 Word made flesh! You came to meet us, 
pitched your tent among our own, 
Born on earth so heaven could greet us: 
God in human heart and bone. 
Teach us, lead us, tend us, feed us 
with the life that’s yours alone. 

  
2 Word of truth! You spoke though history, 
prophets knew you as their friend; 
As you shared with earth the mystery 
of your love that knows no end. 
Yet your fullest glory must be 
More than words can comprehend. 
 

4 Words of scripture, here you teach us, 
All you speak is here received. 
Shared by print and voice to reach us: 
written, read, and now believed; 
Speak again to all and each, as 
faith is grown, and life is lived. 
 

 



This official Daily Prayer app, it’s free. Complete services for Morning, Evening and Night Prayer 
from the Church of England. https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/daily-prayer 
 
 

 

The Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF) is a Christian charity.   Look online to see the selection of 
Bible Reading Notes they provide.  https://www.brf.org.uk/ 
 

 
**Finding Jesus in Every Book of the Old Testament | Christ Revealed 
Genesis – He is the offspring of woman who will crush the head of the serpent (Genesis 3:15) 
Exodus – He is the lamb of God without blemish (Exodus 12) 
Leviticus – He is our high priest (Leviticus 21:11-12) 
Numbers – He is the one who is lifted up in the wilderness of sin (Numbers 21:9) 
Deuteronomy – He is the prophet like Moses (Deuteronomy 18:18) 
Joshua – He is the one who will lead the people into the land of rest (Joshua 1) 
Judges – He is God’s appointed deliverer (Entire context of the book) 
Ruth – He is our kinsman redeemer (Ruth 4:1-12) 
1 Samuel – He is God, rejected as the king (1 Samuel 8:7 ) 
2 Samuel – He is the heir of David’s throne (2 Sam 5:4) 
1 Kings – He is the one who is greater than Solomon (Matthew 12:42) 
2 Kings – He is the one like Elijah, not accepted in his own country (Luke 4:24) 
1 Chronicles – He is the “son of David” (Matthew 22:41-46) 
2 Chronicles – He is the only perfect king (Entire context of the book) 
Ezra – He is the divine temple rebuilder (Ezra 3-5, John 2:19) 
Nehemiah – He is the guide of the remnant of God’s people (Nehemiah 1:3; 2:5) 
Esther – He is our providential protector (Esther 4:14) 
Job – He is our advocate to plead our case to God, and the redeemer (Job 9:33) 
Psalm – He is the one who is crucified, but not left in Hades (Psalm 16:10) 
Proverbs – He is the wisdom of God, and the founder of the Earth (Proverbs 9:10) 
Ecclesiastes – He is the one who will bring everything into judgement (Ecclesiastes 12:14) 
Song of Solomon – He is the best example we have of true love (Entire context of the book) 
Isaiah – He is the virgin-born suffering servant (Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 53) 
Jeremiah – He is the branch (Jeremiah 23:5) 
Lamentations – He is the man of sorrows who weeps over Jerusalem (Entire context of the book) 
Ezekiel – He is God’s servant and God’s prince (Ezekiel 34:23-24) 
Daniel – He is king over the kingdom that will never be destroyed (Daniel 2:44) 
Hosea – He is the forgiving and redeeming husband to the unfaithful wife (Hosea 1:2) 
Joel – He is the saviour of those who call on God (Joel 2:32) 
Amos – He is the rescuer of Judah (Entire context of the book) 
Obadiah – He is the deliverer of Mount Zion (Obadiah 1:17) 
Jonah – He is the 3 days Jonah spends in the fish (Matthew 12:40) 
Micah – He is the blessing of Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) 
Nahum – He is the stronghold in the day of wrath (Nahum 1:7) 
Habakkuk – He is the justifier of those who live by faith (Habakkuk 2:4) 
Zephaniah – He is the channel through whom all nations can worship (Zephaniah 3) 
Haggai – He is the shaker of heaven and earth whose kingdom can never be shaken (Haggai 2:6) 
Zechariah – He is the one betrayed for 30 pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12-13) 
Malachi – He is the one whose forerunner is Elijah (Malachi 4:5-6) 
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