
The Third Sunday of 
Easter  

18th April 2021 
 

 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you. 
 
 
HYMN 117 (Ellacombe) 
  
1 The day of resurrection!  
Earth, tell it out abroad;  
the passover of gladness,  
the passover of God.  
From death to life eternal,  
from earth unto the sky,  
our Christ hath brought us over,  
with hymns of victory.  
 

2 Our hearts be pure from evil,  
that we may see aright  
the Lord in rays eternal  
of resurrection light;  
and listening to his accents,  
may hear, so calm and plain,  
his own "All hail!" and, hearing,  
may raise the victor strain.  

3 Now let the heavens be joyful! 
And earth the song begin!  

The round world keep high triumph,  
and all that is therein!  

Let all things seen and unseen  
their notes in gladness blend,  
for Christ the Lord hath risen,  

our joy that hath no end.  
 
Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. 
Let us renew our resolve to have done with all that is evil  
and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 



 
Absolution 

The Lord absolve you from your offences, + 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour.  Amen. 
The Collect 

Almighty Father, 
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples 

with the sight of the risen Lord: 
give us such knowledge of his presence with us, 
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life 
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 

A reading from the New Testament 
Acts 3 1 -19 

3 One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, at three o’clock in the 
afternoon. 2 And a man lame from birth was being carried in. People would lay him daily at the gate of 
the temple called the Beautiful Gate so that he could ask for alms from those entering the 
temple. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked them for alms. 4 Peter 
looked intently at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his attention on them, 
expecting to receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I have no silver or gold, but what I have I 
give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk.” 7 And he took him by the right 
hand and raised him up; and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 Jumping up, he stood 
and began to walk, and he entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9 All the 
people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and they recognized him as the one who used to sit and ask 
for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what 
had happened to him. 
Peter Speaks in Solomon’s Portico 
11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico called Solomon’s 
Portico, utterly astonished. 12 When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you 
wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him 
walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has 
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had 
decided to release him. 14 But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer 
given to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 
witnesses. 16 And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and 
know; and the faith that is through Jesus[d] has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of 
you. 
17 “And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 In this way God 
fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19 Repent 
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out, 20 so that times of refreshing may come 
from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Messiah appointed for you, that is, Jesus. 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 4 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+3&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27002d


1 Answer me when I call, O God of my right! 
    You gave me room when I was in distress. 
    Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer. 
2 How long, you people, shall my honour suffer shame? 
    How long will you love vain words, and seek after lies? 
3 But know that the LORD has set apart the faithful for himself; 
    the LORD hears when I call to him. 
4 When you are disturbed, do not sin; 
    ponder it on your beds, and be silent. 
5 Offer right sacrifices, 
    and put your trust in the LORD. 
6 There are many who say, “O that we might see some 
good!  
    Let the light of your face shine on us, O LORD!” 
7 You have put gladness in my heart 
    more than when their grain and wine abound. 
8 I will both lie down and sleep in peace; 
    for you alone, O LORD, make me lie down in safety. 

New Testament Reading 
1 John 3 1 - 10 

 
3 1 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we 
are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children 
now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will 
be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3 And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he 
is pure. 
4 Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he was revealed 
to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either 
seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is 
righteous, just as he is righteous. 8 Everyone who commits sin is a child of the devil; for the devil has 
been sinning from the beginning. The Son of God was revealed for this purpose, to destroy the works of 
the devil. 9 Those who have been born of God do not sin, because God’s seed abides in them; they 
cannot sin, because they have been born of God. 10 The children of God and the children of the devil are 
revealed in this way: all who do not do what is right are not from God, nor are those who do not love 
their brothers and sisters. 

  
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
HYMN 394 (Luckington) 
 
 1 Let all the world in every corner sing, 
"My God and King!" 
The heavens are not too high, 
God's praise may thither fly; 
the earth is not too low, 
God's praises there may grow. 
Let all the world in every corner sing, 
"My God and King!" 
 
 

2 Let all the world in every corner sing, 
"My God and King!" 
The church with psalms must shout: 
no door can keep them out. 
But above all, the heart 
must bear the longest part. 
Let all the world in every corner sing, 
"My God and King!" 

 



The Gospel 
Luke 24 36 48 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus said, ‘All who see the Son and believe in him may  
have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.’  
Alleluia. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
All Glory be to thee O Lord 
 
Jesus Appears to His Disciples 
36 While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” 37 They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38 He said to them, 
“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look at my hands and my feet; see 
that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 
have.” 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41 While in their joy they 
were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They gave 
him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate in their presence. 
 
44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to them, “Thus it is 
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and that repentance 
and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You 
are witnesses of these things. 49 And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here 
in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
This is the gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you O Christ 
 

Reflection 
 

I do not seek to understand that I may believe,  
but I believe in order to understand.  St Augustine 

 
The disciples had a hard time believing.  On Easter day we heard of women who were too afraid to 
believe, last week it was Thomas who wanted proof.  Alongside these we have the account of the two 
dispirited travellers returning to Emmaus who were joined by Jesus and talked with him for several 
miles yet did not recognise him until he took bread at a meal and broke it – and then he disappeared.  
All very odd.   The recorded appearances of Jesus seem to speak of a different way of being or 
existing.   
 
That again seems unbelievable, so much so you wonder whether the appearances were just 
apparitions brought about by their heightened emotional state, or were they trying to create a story 
remembering Jesus’ words that he would rise from death.   None of the evidence we have points to 
that.  In all accounts there was no expectation at all.  In all the early appearances they are shocked, 
frightened, and disbelieving.   If they were trying to create a story, they could have done a better job 
and if there were expecting Jesus’ return – why take cloths and spices to wrap his body or lock 
themselves in rooms for fear.   It just does not add up however you try and interpret it – and many 
people have tried – it always unravels.    
 
There are the facts, and we can choose to believe them or not.    
 



If we take a step back and come at this from another angle a different picture will emerge, a deeper 
one requiring a shift in our thinking, but infinitely (literally) more wonderful.  
 
On the journey home to Emmaus the ‘stranger’ who walked with them explained using their own 
scriptures, that everything that had just happened in Jerusalem – the crucifixion – was anticipated 
within their law, the psalms and the prophets. What had happened was a fulfilment.  It  says that as 
he spoke their hearts ‘burned within them’.  Faith grew alongside understanding, so that when Jesus 
suddenly disappeared at the meal table – they were neither frightened nor shocked they simply left 
everything and rushed back to tell the others – full of joy.  There is a lot of joy today. 
 
In today’s reading we feel as if we have arrived just at this moment of realisation.  We can imagine 
the two hammering on the door and the others rushing towards them and all speaking together.  The 
two from Emmaus tell their story and the disciples tell that Jesus had appeared to Peter.  I can 
imagine the women standing on the side saying, “We told you so!” for they had been disbelieved – 
their story just ‘idle tales’! 
 
The idea of resurrection was not unfamiliar in the Jewish tradition; the book of Daniel concludes with 
the promise of resurrection and the Pharisees believed in the resurrection.   But hints in scripture or 
a theological theory are all very well.  It is quite another thing to have the resurrection materialise in 
your kitchen and join you for a meal! 
 
What is this resurrection?   The resurrection is about God, not merely an example of the principle of 
dying and rebirth in nature.   Chickens and rabbits at Easter or ideas of Spring – are lovely but they do 
not ‘cut the mustard’ as they say.  This is not just resuscitation or reanimation both of which would 
only affect a dead body.    
 
Rather resurrection is about what God is doing in the world.  Here is where the different perspective 
comes in – and I confess to keep grasping and then losing it. 
 
We understand Christmas as God coming among his creation in the flesh, we call it the ‘incarnation’.  
If we imagine time as a line, this was the moment when eternity entered to transect this line – and 
formed a cross.  This was the moment when this creation became what J B Philips calls, the ‘visited 
planet’.  From that moment creation changed – the feet of God had walked upon it.  It was indwelt in 
a different way from just immanence; it was loved by participation.   
 
The eternal came among us and shared what we are, a human body, and just like us Jesus 
experienced death.    
 
The resurrection of this incarnation represents a further change.   In this God made what was the 
‘future tense’ into the present tense.  This is not Jesus coming back to give his disciples a few last-
minute instructions.  No no no...!  This is the pledge, the visible wonderment of what God ‘has 
prepared for us who believe.’ 
 
If we can grasp this – even though it so easily slips from us and must be recalled – then we can 
understand how Peter (poor scared, boastful, impetuous Peter) can stand fearlessly in public and 
proclaim Jesus as the Messiah, the Christ, “Of all this” he says, “we are witnesses.”  
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 
In joy and hope let us pray to the Father. 
 
 



We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity. 
Jesus, light of the world, 
bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations …  
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, bread of life, 
give food to the hungry … 
and nourish us all with your word. 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, 
be with us and all who follow you in the way … 
Deepen our appreciation of your truth 
and fill us with your life. 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, 
recover the straggler, 
bind up the injured, 
strengthen the sick 
and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures. 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, the resurrection and the life, 
we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you …  
Raise us with them to eternal life. 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us, 
accept our prayers, and be with us always. 
Amen. 
 
Heavenly Father, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant that, as his death has recalled us to life, 
so his continual presence in us may raise us to eternal joy; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
In the compassion of God, we pray 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 



Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen. 

The Blessing 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will,  
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
be with you now and always. 
Amen 
 
HYMN 124 (St Fulbert) 
 

1 Ye choirs of new Jerusalem, 
your sweetest notes employ, 
the paschal victory to hymn 
in strains of holy joy 

3 From hell's devouring jaws 
the prey 
alone our leader bore; 
his ransomed hosts pursue 
their way 
where he hath gone before 
 

5 While joyful thus his praise 
we sing, 
his mercy we implore, 
into his palace bright to bring 
and keep us evermore. 
 

2 How Judah's Lion burst his 
chains, 
and crushed the serpent's 
head; 
and brought with him, from 
death's domains 
the long-imprisoned dead. 
 

4 Triumphant in his glory now 
his sceptre ruleth all; 
earth, heaven and hell before 
him bow 
and at his footstool fall. 
 

6 All glory to the Father be, 
all glory to the Son, 
all glory, Holy Ghost to thee, 
while endless ages run. 
Alleluia! Amen 
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