
The Second Sunday before Advent  
14th November 2021 

This Sunday is also observed as Remembrance Sunday.  Jesus in the 

Gospel speaks prophetically about the future.  But Remembrance 

Sunday forces us also to remember.  To reflect on the sum of wartime 

grief and loss, military and civilian in the conflicts past and present 

around the world.   The lives lost are in the hands of God; all of this 

cannot be restored.  But we can commit ourselves to doing our 

seemingly small part in shaping our world.  To work for world justice 

and peace is too big a concept – but we can do something within our 

own circle.  The words we speak, the actions we choose, it is these for 

which we are individually accountable. Today in services across the 

country and beyond people will say the solemn commitment.  And if the 

words we say in making that commitment are not said in truth and with 

integrity, may the memorials to our dead ‘sting us into shame and 

repentance.’ 

Lord God our Father 
We pledge ourselves to serve you and all humankind, 
in the cause of peace 
for the relief of want and suffering 
and for the praise of your name. 
Guide us by your Spirit; 
give us wisdom; 
give us courage; 
give us hope;  
and keep us faithful now and always. 
Amen 

 
 
In the name of the + Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
 

The Greeting 
Grace, mercy, and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

Prayer of Preparation 
God, our refuge and strength, 
bring near the day when wars shall cease 
and poverty and pain shall end, 
that earth may know the peace of heaven 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
 
 



HYMN  499 NEH 
 

1 Thy kingdom come, O God, 
thy rule, O Christ, begin; 
break with thine iron rod 
the tyrannies of sin. 

 

3 When comes the promised time 
that war shall be no more, 
and lust, oppression, crime 
shall flee thy face before? 

 

5 Men scorn thy sacred name, 
and wolves devour thy fold; 
by many deeds of shame 
we learn that love grows cold. 
 

2 Where is thy reign of peace 
and purity and love? 
When shall all hatred cease, 
as in the realms above? 

 

4 We pray thee, Lord, arise, 
and come in thy great might; 
revive our longing eyes, 
which languish for thy sight. 

 

6 O'er lands both near and far 
thick darkness broodeth yet: 
arise, O Morning Star, 
arise, and never set! 
 

Invitation to confession 

 

Let us confess to God the sins and shortcomings of the world; 
its pride, its selfishness, its greed; 
its evil distortions and hatreds. 
Let us confess our share in what is wrong, 
and our failure to seek and establish that peace 
which God wills for all his children. 
 
Lord God, 
we have sinned against you; 
we have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.  
Renew a right spirit within us 
and restore us to the joy of your salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Absolution 
May the Father of all mercies 
Cleanse us from our sins   + 
and restore us in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 

The Collect  
Almighty Father, 
whose will is to restore all things 
in your beloved Son, the King of all: 
govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, 
and bring the families of the nations, 
divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, 
to be subject to his just and gentle rule; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
 



A Reading from The Old Testament  
Daniel 12 1-3 

The Resurrection of the Dead 

12 “At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There shall be a 
time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence. But at that time your 
people shall be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. 2 Many of those who sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt. 3 Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to 
righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.  

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

The psalm  
Psalm 16 

Psalm 16 

1 Keep me safe, my God, 
    for in you I take refuge. 

2 I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; 
    apart from you I have no good thing.” 
3 I say of the holy people who are in the land, 
    “They are the noble ones in whom is all my delight.” 
4 Those who run after other gods will suffer more and more. 
    I will not pour out libations of blood to such gods 
    or take up their names on my lips. 

5 LORD, you alone are my portion and my cup; 
    you make my lot secure. 
6 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
    surely I have a delightful inheritance. 
7 I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; 
    even at night my heart instructs me. 
8 I keep my eyes always on the LORD. 
    With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 

9 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 
    my body also will rest secure, 
10 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, 
    nor will you let your faithful[b] one see decay. 
11 You make known to me the path of life; 
    you will fill me with joy in your presence, 
    with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 

A Reading from The New Testament  
Hebrews 10. 11-14 (15-18) 19-25 

Christ’s Sacrifice Once for All 

10 The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves. For this 
reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14103b


draw near to worship. 2 Otherwise, would they not have stopped being offered? For the worshipers 
would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their sins. 3 But those 
sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins. 4 It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away 
sins. 

5 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: 

“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 
    but a body you prepared for me; 
6 with burnt offerings and sin offerings 
    you were not pleased. 
7 Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll— 
    I have come to do your will, my God.’”[a] 

8 First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were 
you pleased with them”—though they were offered in accordance with the law. 9 Then he said, “Here I 
am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second. 10 And by that will, we 
have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

11 Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same 
sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 and since that time he waits for his enemies to be made 
his footstool. 14 For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy. 

15 The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: 

16 “This is the covenant I will make with them 
    after that time, says the Lord. 
I will put my laws in their hearts, 
    and I will write them on their minds.”[b] 

17 Then he adds: 

“Their sins and lawless acts 
    I will remember no more.”[c] 

18 And where these have been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no longer necessary. 

A Call to Persevere in Faith 

19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood 
of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we 
have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the 
full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and 
having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he 
who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 
deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
HYMN  NEH 
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Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Stay awake, praying at all times 
for the strength to stand with confidence before the Son of man. 
Alleluia. 

The Gospel 
The holy Gospel is written in the 13th Chapter of the Gospel according to Mark beginning at the 1st 
verse. 
 
Glory be to thee, O Lord 

The Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times 

13 As Jesus was leaving the Temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher! What massive 
stones! What magnificent buildings!” 

2 “Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one stone here will be left on another; every 
one will be thrown down.” 

3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the Temple, Peter, James, John and Andrew asked 
him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about 
to be fulfilled?” 

5 Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 6 Many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am 
he,’ and will deceive many. 7 When you hear of wars and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed. Such 
things must happen, but the end is still to come. 8 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth 
pains. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise be to thee, O Christ 

Reflection 
The gospel today is one of the so-called apocalyptic passages in scripture – apocalyptic means an 

uncovering, a revealing describing or prophesising the complete destruction of the world.   

Jesus’ words are not easy. 

The passage today is prompted by the comments of others regarding the beauty of the Temple.  We 

might assume then that Jesus was in or near this great building and that his comments were general – to 

the crowd, as he later explains them to the disciples. 

Jesus could read the signs of history.  He saw the avalanche about to descend.  In the year 70 AD the 

Temple was utterly destroyed by the Romans in response to the Jewish uprising.   

To the Jews the Temple was the epicentre and focus of their faith.  Their trust was in the Temple as a 

sign of God’s favour and presence.  It was of great beauty, Josephus describes white marble columns 

and plates of gold which, in the blazing sun, must have made it a spectacular sight.  It would be 

inconceivable to them that it would be destroyed.   It was unthinkable that the glory of the Temple 

should be shattered to dust.   It was and is for them truly devastating.  There is no point in trusting in the 

Temple for one day it will be utterly destroyed.   All that now remains are parts of the foundation known 

as the Western Wall.   



 

No doubt the disciples wanted to know more but Jesus did not explain further.   Rather he warned them 

not to be led astray by rumours or to despair at alarming events. They were to live in the light of who he 

was, who they had discovered him to be.  “You are the Christ!” was Peter’s declaration.  

The Temple would be destroyed (AD70), they would face persecution. For them, their world would be in 

turmoil and them vulnerable to deception. They are to be on their guard.   

What is notable about this reading and others which involve Jesus and the Temple, is his attitude 

towards it which was at odds with the people of his day.  For the people the Temple was where God’s 

glory dwelt the meeting place of God and humankind.  It was the very focus of their understanding of 

themselves, their identity and their promise of a coming Messiah.  Yet, Jesus is the fulfilment of all that 

the Temple and its systems represented.    

Jesus places himself opposite it, literally and in his actions and words.   He cleanses the Temple 

symbolising the end of its sacrificial function, he sits opposite the place where people gave money to 

maintain it, he sits opposite on the Mount of Olives in the reading this Sunday.   

His sitting is significant.   Compare it to the reading from Hebrews. Here the priest ‘stands’ day after day 

to make repeated offerings for sin because human sin is repetitive.   As sinful human beings themselves 

they can never get beyond the daily need for atonement.  The reading from Hebrews speaks of Jesus in 

the terms of his being the high priest who ‘...when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for 

sins, he sat down at the right hand of God...’    

Jesus has offered himself as a sacrifice not confined by time, but for all time; it needs no repetition.  In 

Jesus the work is complete, an offering has been made in his death for the sin of all the world.   All that 

remained was for the Temple curtain, demarking the Holy of Holies which symbolised our separation 

from a holy God, to be torn at the moment of his death (Mark 15.38).  Jesus sits at the right hand of 

God, a symbolic place of authority and waits for those for whom he died ‘to catch up’. 

We wait but not in passivity.  Hebrews warns us to ‘... hold unswervingly to the hope we profess...’   He 

offers us some practical advice to those who have received this hope.   We are to ‘spur’, ‘provoke’ one 

another toward love and good deeds.   It suggests a competitive encouragement in the ‘race set before 

us’.   How is this best achieved?   By meeting regularly together for worship, study and hospitality – all of 

which is training for life in God’s eternal kingdom.  

The Creed 

 We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 



and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

Intercessions 
 
Let us pray to God the Father, 
who has reconciled all things to himself in Christ: 
For peace among the nations, 
that God may rid the world of violence 
and let peoples grow in justice and harmony … 
For those who serve in public office, 
that they may work for the common good … 
For Christian people everywhere, 
that we may joyfully proclaim and live our faith in Jesus Christ … 
For those who suffer from hunger, sickness or loneliness, 
that the presence of Christ may bring them 
health and wholeness … 
These and all the silent prayers of our hearts we offer to you. 
Merciful father, accept these prayers for the sake of your son, Jesus Christ 
our lord.   Amen 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen.  
 
God of peace,  
whose Son Jesus Christ proclaimed the kingdom  
and restored the broken to wholeness of life:  



look with compassion on the anguish of the world, 
and by your healing power make whole both people and nations;  
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen 

We pray for God’s blessing 
 
God the Father,  
By whose glory Christ was raised from the dead 
Strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life. 
And the blessing of 
God who created you 
Jesus the Christ who saves you 
And the Spirit who is within you 
Be with you and with all for whom you pray 
Now and always  Amen 
 
  
  

 
. 
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