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My brothers and sisters, we enter today the solemn season of Advent in which the Church bids us 
prepare to celebrate the coming of Christ; a coming that we recall in the Child of Bethlehem; a coming 
that we experience in the gift of his Spirit, in the bread of the Eucharist, in the joy of human lives that 
are shared; a coming we wait for when God gathers up all things in Christ. Let us in this holy season 
reflect on the coming of Christ who brings light to the world. Let us leave behind the darkness of sin, 
walk in the light that shines on our path, and renew within ourselves the hope of glory to which he 
beckons us. And as we turn towards the light, let us have on our hearts all those who see no light, for 
whom all is darkness and despair. Let us pray that they too may be illumined by Christ who is our light. 
 
In the name of the + Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.   
 
HYMN 9 NEH 

1 Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 

once for favoured sinners slain; 
thousand, thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of his train. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
God appears on earth to reign. 
 

2 Every eye shall now behold him, 
robed in dreadful majesty; 
those who set at naught and sold him, 
pierced, and nailed him to the tree, 
deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
shall the true Messiah see. 
 

5 Yea, amen! let all adore thee, 
high on thine eternal throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory, 
claim the kingdom for thine own. 

O come quickly, O come quickly, O come quickly; 
alleluia! come, Lord, come. 

Invitation to Confession 
A voice cries out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ 
So let us listen and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith. 
 
Turn to us again, O God our saviour, 
and let your anger cease from us: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Show us your compassion, O Lord, 
and grant us your salvation: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 



Your salvation is near for those that fear you, 
that glory may dwell in our land: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Absolution 
May the Father of all mercies 
Cleanse us from our sins, + 
and restore us in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Collect of Advent Sunday 
Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
All   Amen. 

The prayer at the Lighting of the Advent Candle 
People of God: awake! 
The day is coming soon 
when you shall see God face to face. 
Remember the ways and the works of God. 
God calls you out of darkness 
to walk in the light of his coming. 
You are God’s children. 
Lord, make us one as we walk with Christ 
today and for ever. 
Amen. 

A Reading from The Old Testament 
Jeremiah 33. 14-16 

The Righteous Branch and the Covenant with David 

14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the promise I made to the house of Israel 

and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for 

David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved 

and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our 

righteousness.” 

This is the word of the Lord      
Thanks be to God 

The psalm.  
Psalm 25 

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

2 O my God, in you I trust; 

    do not let me be put to shame; 

    do not let my enemies exult over me. 



3 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 

    let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 

    teach me your paths. 

5 Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 

    for you are the God of my salvation; 

    for you I wait all day long. 

6 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, 

    for they have been from of old. 

7 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

    according to your steadfast love remember me, 

    for your goodness’ sake, O Lord! 

8 Good and upright is the Lord; 

    therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 

9 He leads the humble in what is right, 

    and teaches the humble his way.  

10 All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and 

faithfulness, 

    for those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 

11 For your name’s sake, O Lord, 

    pardon my guilt, for it is great. 

12 Who are they that fear the Lord? 

    He will teach them the way that they should choose. 

13 They will abide in prosperity, 

    and their children shall possess the land. 

14 The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him, 

    and he makes his covenant known to them. 

15 My eyes are ever toward the Lord, 

    for he will pluck my feet out of the net. 

16 Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

    for I am lonely and afflicted. 

17 Relieve the troubles of my heart, 

    and bring me out of my distress. 

18 Consider my affliction and my trouble, 

    and forgive all my sins. 

19 Consider how many are my foes, 

    and with what violent hatred they hate me. 

20 O guard my life, and deliver me; 

    do not let me be put to shame, for I take refuge in you. 

21 May integrity and uprightness preserve me, 

    for I wait for you. 

22 Redeem Israel, O God, 

    out of all its troubles. 

 
 
 
 
 



A Reading from The New Testament 
1 Thessalonians3. 9-end 

9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of 
you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is 
lacking in your faith. 

11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And may the Lord 
make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for 
you. 13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and 
Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
HYMN 6 NEH 

1 1 Hark, the glad sound! The Saviour comes, 
the Saviour promised long; 
let every heart prepare a throne 
and every voice a song. 
 
2 He comes the prisoners to release, 
in Satan’s bondage held; 
the gates of brass before him burst, 
the iron fetters yield. 

3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 
the bleeding soul to cure, 
and with the treasures of his grace, 
enrich the humble poor  
 
4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
thy welcome shall proclaim, 
and heaven’s eternal arches ring, 
with Thy beloved name. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia. 

The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel is written in the 13th Chapter of the Gospel according to Luke beginning at the 25th 

verse.  Glory be to thee, O Lord 

The Coming of the Son of Man 

25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations 

confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what 

is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son 

of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, 

stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

The Lesson of the Fig Tree 

29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves 

you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 

away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 

 

 



Exhortation to Watch 

34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 

worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all 

who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength 

to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

This is the Gospel of Christ 
Praise be to thee, O Christ 

Reflection 
 

Last week at the celebration of Christ the King we thought about the Kingdom of God and how that idea 

can seem hard to imagine – if we think in earthly terms.   The second coming of Christ can seem equally 

unimaginable and get awfully tied up with some colourful, dubious fiction.  Hence, we rather back off 

from it.  The quality of the kingship of Jesus Christ is that of lasting through time, ‘everlasting’, ‘never-

ending,’ ‘eternal’, ‘for ever’.  “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” 

‘Jesus, the same yesterday, today and for ever’...’the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end’.  

We have to stretch our thinking out of time and space yet, equally, the Kingdom of God – the presence 

of God – is ‘always coming’, is eternally present.  

There are over 350 prophecies in the Old Testament about the first coming of Jesus the Christ.  I am told 

the odds of one person fulfilling these prophecies are impossible, yet Jesus did.  In Matthew 5 Jesus 

clearly tells us: “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfil them.   

As regards Jesus’ second coming, scholars have identified 1,845 references, and one out of every thirty 

verses in the New Testament refers to his second coming.  This is something we confess every week in 

the Creed: ‘And he will come again in glory to judge...’  Pause for a moment and think what that might 

mean.  He comes as judge, everyone who has ever lived will stand before the Christ. 

The themes of the prayers and readings during Advent deliberately challenge our modern reluctance to 

confront the so called ‘Four Last Things’ which the Bible speaks about - death, judgement, heaven, and 

hell.  Our associations with judgement are often negative, but in the Old Testament God’s judgment has 

a positive connotation.  ‘Be strong, fear not, your God is coming with judgement, ...to save you.’ (Isaiah 

35.4).    Judgment in the New Testament appears to have two major aspects.  There is a present aspect of 

judgement borne by Jesus on the cross, and an equally clear reference to a future judgment ‘The last 

day’ which culminates in the resurrection of the dead.   

God loves this world – loves it so much that Jesus is given to us.  He comes not to judge but to deal with 

the separation not just within ourselves, but in our relationship to our source, our Father and creator.  

To offer us a radical change from the darkness of estrangement from our source, to life in all its fullness.  

Salvation is the word used, but its meaning is immense, it is the beginnings of our wholeness and 

restoration.  Jesus’ saving act is for our benefit. 

This is truth that is most powerfully demonstrated at Christmas when, in the vulnerable weakness of a 

tiny child, born to a young mother probably with no midwife, in a strange town, in a shed kept for 

animals – something wondrous enters our world and splits history in two.  The creator of all things joins 

with his creation in the most intimate way.   

But this act provokes a judgment or a decision in each one of us and there is a direct relationship 

between our choice now and the judgment at the end of time.  



Whoever believes in Jesus has forgiveness and eternal life.  Eternal life is a present reality through faith 

– not just something we have when we die.  There will be an ultimate ‘time’ when there will be a new 

heaven and a new earth, and all people are one.  The prophet Isaiah writes, ‘He will swallow up 

death forever.  The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears from all faces’; an image repeated in the last 

book of the Bible, Revelation. ‘...there will be no more death, no night, and God will wipe away our 

tears’, 

This Kingdom is open to all who believe that the Father sent Jesus to save us and our receiving that truth 

into our lives.  Believing and receiving are active words; we need to keep on believing and receiving to 

know eternal life.   This suggests a living, vital, dynamic, faith-relationship with Jesus Christ which 

changes the way we live.    

My choice to commit my life to Jesus Christ is not a ‘one off’ it has to be a present experience – as soon 

as I drift from believing and receiving, I am no longer connected to that life and trying to produce the 

new life of Christ in my life is futile.   An apple tree will produce apples simply because that is the natural 

outworking of being an apple tree.  A Christian will become more Christ-like simply by staying connected 

to Jesus.   Advent encourages us to take judgement seriously – to take the Christian faith seriously. 

‘We have become so accustomed to the idea of divine love and of God's coming at 

Christmas that we no longer feel the shiver of fear that God's coming should arouse in 

us. We are indifferent to the message, taking only the pleasant and agreeable out of it 

and forgetting the serious aspect, that the God of the world draws near to the people 

of our little earth and lays claim to us. The coming of God is truly not only glad tidings, 

but first of all frightening news for everyone who has a conscience. 

Only when we have felt the terror of the matter, can we recognize the incomparable 

kindness. God comes into the very midst of evil and of death, and judges the evil in us 

and in the world. And by judging us, God cleanses and sanctifies us, comes to us with 

grace and love.’ The Coming of Jesus In Our Midst”  Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

This time of Advent is to be welcomed.  It gives us an opportunity to ‘get a grip’ on our Christian 

discipleship.   To clear out the clutter and distractions, dust ourselves down and look forward with 

anticipation to Christmas.  To experience afresh ‘the tale of the loving purposes of God from the 

first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child.’ 

The Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
    born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, dead, and buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
    the holy catholic Church, 



    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Intercessions 
In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid 
we pray to Jesus. 
 
Come to your Church as Lord and judge. 
We pray for our world at this time asking your mercy and aid. 
Help us to live in the light of your coming 
and give us a longing for your kingdom. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Come to your world as King of the nations. 
We pray for the Queen and her Government asking you for wisdom and guidance. 
Before you rulers will stand in silence. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Come to the suffering as Saviour and comforter. 
We pray for those known to us and those who have asked for our prayers… 
Break into our lives, 
where we struggle with troubles, sickness and distress, 
and set us free to serve you for ever. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Come to us as shepherd and guardian of our souls. 
We remember those who have died this night, those we love and see no longer. 
Give us with all the faithful departed 
a share in your victory over evil and death. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Come from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory. 
Lift us up to meet you, 
that with all your saints and angels 
we may live and reign with you in your new creation. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; 
give new courage to your people, 
who trust in your love. 
By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom 
on earth as in heaven, 
where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
As our Saviour taught us, we are bold to say: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 



Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen.  

A Blessing for Advent Sunday 
The Dismissal Gospel 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the 

kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’  Mark 1.14,15 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
All   Amen. 
 
HYMN 3 NEH 

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 
 

3. Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 

2. Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart 

4. By thine own eternal spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 
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